


Romans 2:1-16

Introduction
I.  In chapter 1, Paul addresses people who are obviously unrighteous
II.  In chapter 2, Paul addresses people who are self-righteous
= people who live respectable lives on the outside but are filled with self-righteousness and a judgmental attitude on the inside

The Passage
I.  Judgmentalism
A.  Examples
1.  We can be judgmental in areas where we feel better than others
2.  We can be judgmental in areas where we ourselves struggle
= projection: we don’t know how to deal with the issue in our own hearts so we project the issue on to others and judge them
3.  Areas where we tend to be judgmental
-drinking, smoking, swearing, sex, quiet times, financial stewardship, worship styles, politics, theology, churches, parenting
B.  Where judgmentalism comes from
1.  At the fall, Adam and Eve felt naked/exposed, so they tried to cover and hide
2.  We all try to cover and hide from God and others and ourselves
a.  We can do that by running away from God and pursuing a life of immorality
b.  Or we can do that by trying to be really good and moral as a way to cover our sense of inadequacy
			1)  the Pharisees are the extreme example of this
			2)  there is a Pharisee lurking in each one of us

II.  Two realities intended to free us from our judgmental attitude
A.  The judgment of God
	1.  When we are being judgmental, we are putting ourselves under God’s judgment 
a.  v. 1, v. 3
		b.  Jesus in the sermon on the mount (Mt 7:1-5)
		c.  “hypocrites”:  we disapprove in others of the very things we do ourselves
2.  The nature of God’s judgment
a.  A future judgment (v 5, 16):  the final judgment when Christ returns and judges all people
b.  A terrifying judgment for some (v. 8, 9)
1)  In Romans 1:18ff we got the softer side of God’s judgment (He “hands them over” to their sins)
2)  In Romans 2, it’s a more active punishment
c.  An impartial judgment
1) v. 11:  no favoritism
2) v. 6:  judges each according to what he has done
Not salvation by works but simply that judgment is based on your actual life rather than being born a Jew or rich or whatever
d.  A righteous judgment
1) v. 2: based on truth
2) v. 5: “righteous”:  just
3) v. 16: looks at the “secrets” rather than the external appearance
	3.  Accepting the reality of future judgment/hell (Tim Keller)
a.  We need to let the Bible offend us from time to time, and we need to let the Bible determine what is true rather than our feelings/sensibilities
b.  We need to remember that sin doesn’t put people in hell but rather a stubborn and unrepentant heart (v. 5)
4.  God’s judgment is a great motivating reality that should humble us and shake us from our judgmental and critical attitude towards others
We do not want to face God’s judgment, so we should be gracious and forgiving of others
B.  The kindness of God (v. 4)
	1.  Three qualities of God
a.  “Riches of his kindness” = He has a wealth of kindness
		b.  “Patience” = willing to delay his judgment for a long time
		c.  “Forbearance” = long-tempered, long-suffering
	2.  God’s kindness ought to humble us and lead us to kindness with others 	
a.  Being judgment shows contempt for God’s kindness because it does not recognize that we have received a kindness that is intended to lead us to repentance
		b.  See Jesus’ Parable of the unmerciful servant in Matthew 18 

Conclusion
The next time you’re tempted to be judgmental consider the judgment of God and consider the kindness of God


Discussion Questions

1.  Where are you tempted to be judgmental?  Give some examples from your own life.

2.  Did you agree with the diagnosis of where judgmentalism comes from in Section I.B. of the outline above?  When you try to get at the root of a judgmental attitude in your own life, what do you see as the ultimate source of that attitude?

3.  Consider the future judgment of God described in Romans 2:5-11.  What do you struggle with most when you consider the reality of hell?  And what have been the most helpful perspectives for you as you consider hell?  

4.  If taken in isolation from the rest of the Bible, Romans 2:5-11can sound like Paul is saying we are saved by our good works or judged by our bad works.  How would you reconcile this passage with other places where he says that salvation is by grace through faith alone? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]5.  What is the most helpful takeaway from Sunday’s message for you?  What specifically do you hope to put into action as a result of this passage?  



