Ephesians 4:1-16

I.  The church community
A.  A community of grace (v. 2)
1.  Since we are all broken sinners, there is a need for patience and bearing with each other
2.  The foundation of our fellowship is the grace of God (Ephesians 2:8-9)
3.  The church should be a place where people can experience grace and acceptance in the midst of their sin and brokenness
B.  A community of growth (v. 11-13, 15-16)
	1.  The goal of growth is Christ-likeness
	2.  We grow together (speaking the truth in love to each other, v. 15)
3.  So the church is not just a place to be coddled in our sin but a place to be challenged, stretched, and transformed
C.  Two important things to remember about spiritual growth  
1. Growth is a slow and complicated process 
Many of us will struggle with the same sins for many years.  There will be growth and transformation, but there will still be issues
2. A commitment to growth is essential
a.  If we are no longer committed to growth, and if we start justifying our sin and claiming that it is not sin, the church needs to step in and speak the truth to us about sin and remind us that it is incompatible with a life in Christ.
	b.  Example of the man who was sleeping with his father’s wife in 1 Corinthians 5  

II. Navigating homosexuality as a church
A.  Engaging a non-Christian who is gay
1.  Non-Christians should experience us as gracious, loving, kind, and non-condemning
2.  Since they don’t share our assumptions about truth and God we can’t hold them to the same standards (see Paul’s perspective in 1 Corinthians 5:9-13)
3.  If asked, we should give a gracious and clear presentation of the Biblical perspective
B.  Engaging someone who is pursuing same-sex romantic relationships and is identifying themselves as a Christian
	1.  We should speak the truth in love
2.  Show them the truth of the biblical picture of sexuality (sex is designed to be enjoyed and experienced in the context of a lifelong marriage between a man and woman)
	3.  Show them how their life choices are incompatible with the biblical picture
	4.  Encourage them to make a choice for Jesus over that sexual pursuit
C.  Engaging a Christian who has a same-sex attraction but is not pursuing it out of obedience to Christ
1.  We must be a safe place where they can share this struggle and experience grace
2.  We must be the kind of people who will commit to walking alongside them through the slow process of growth
3.  If we are going to call them to a life of celibacy/singleness or a life of heterosexual marriage, we must be the community that will support them so they can faithfully walk that path
4.  We need to avoid overly simplistic views of the origin of same-sex attraction (such as “they just chose to be gay”)
5.  We need to avoid overly simplistic views of the healing process (such as we can “fix” their same-sex attraction with prayer and counseling).  God may choose to free them of that issue completely, but in many cases people continue to have that issue, so we need to help them walk faithfully in the midst of it.

Conclusion
I.  For those of us do not struggle with same-sex attraction
Are we people who naturally exude compassion and grace so that people would feel safe entrusting their struggles to us?

II. For those of us who do struggle with same-sex attraction
A.  Your identity does not come from your same-sex attraction; it comes from being found in Christ (being God’s child, forgiven and sanctified)
B.  Your struggle with same-sex attraction is an opportunity to experience deeper intimacy with Jesus.  In the midst of our brokenness we can either cover and hide from God, or we can invite God into those places to experience his healing presence
C.  God may have a unique calling on your life because you have struggled with this issue,  C.S. Lewis: “every disability conceals a vocation.”  When God considers what he wants to do with our lives, he doesn’t just use our gifts and talents, he also uses our wounds and brokenness


Discussion Questions

1.  As you consider the past two Sunday messages, what is your main takeaway?  And what main issue is still unresolved for you regarding homosexuality?
  
2.  On Sunday we talked about the fact that spiritual growth is often a slow and complicated process.  Share an area in your own life where you’ve seen God heal you in a dramatic way, and share an area where you’ve continued to experience the struggle over the course of many years.

3.  Discuss the C.S Lewis quote mentioned on Sunday:  “Every disability conceals a vocation.”  Do you agree with that?  How have you seen that lived out in your own life?      

4.  Imagine you have a friend, coworker or neighbor who is gay and who, in the course of your friendship, asks you for relational advice regarding a same-sex relationship he/she is pursuing.  How would you approach that conversation?

5.  On Sunday we were asked to consider if we are the kind of person who someone who struggles with same-sex attraction would feel comfortable sharing that struggle with.  How would you answer that question for yourself?  Why?  
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