Romans 1:26-27
Homosexuality, Week 1

Introduction
I.  This is an issue that touches each of our lives in deeply personal ways

II.  Three words to guide our posture in this issue
	A.  Complexity
We are dealing with deep issues for human beings created in the image of God, each with their own unique story
B.  Compassion
We want to develop Christ’s heart of compassion for people in this issue (rather than a heart of condemnation)
C.  Confidence
We want to develop a confidence in the midst of a complex issue that we can navigate this issue well, and come alongside people and walk with them the way Jesus would (= compassion without compromise)

The Passages 
I.  The “negative” passage:  Romans 1:26-27
A.  It’s important to see how Paul’s example of homosexuality fits the overall flow of his argument
	B.  Notice the three-fold pattern repeated in Romans 1:18-32
		1.  Here’s the pattern:
a.  We make a heart/mind decision to exchange worship of God for other things
b.  God hands us over to that exchange
c.  We play out that fundamental spiritual exchange in a number of tangible and concrete ways
		2.  See the pattern repeated three times
			a.  v. 21-24
			b.  v. 25-26
			c.  v. 28-32
C.  Paul mentions homosexuality because it’s an obvious example of an exchange
	a.  v. 26-27: notice the word “exchange” and the word “natural” and “unnatural”
b.  Homosexual behavior is an obvious example of the natural order (= God’s original creation design for a man and woman to be complementary sexual partners) being exchanged for something unnatural (= same sex sexual behavior)
D.  Paul is not saying homosexuality is any worse than other exchanges/sins, but simply that it’s an obvious example.  While the church often puts homosexuality in its own category as the worst sin, there isn’t biblical warrant for that.
E.  Paul is giving a big-picture view of humanity in general in v. 18-32, rather than a personal history of individuals (even though individuals are implicated in this).
1.  We have all made a spiritual exchange, and because of that, God hands us over to all sorts of behaviors, not always in ways that we intentionally choose ourselves (some wrestle with homosexuality, others anxiety, others jealousy, others anger, etc.).  We don’t necessarily consciously choose the particular ways our sinful nature will play itself out.
2.  So, we can’t look at someone who is gay and conclude they necessarily made a deeper/darker spiritual exchange than those who are not gay.  Rather, that happens to be the way humanity’s exchange of God plays out in their particular situation.   

II.  The “positive” passages that paint a view of human sexuality as God intended
A.  The Creation Account
1.  Genesis 1:27-28:  A big picture view
		a.  Notice that God created two equal but differentiated sexes
b.  Notice that God’s first command to these two sexes is to multiply and rule over God’s creation together
2.  Genesis 2: A close up view
		a.  v. 7: creation of man
		b.  v. 18:  not good for man to be alone
a helper suitable for him (perfect counterpart, complementary companion)  
c.  v. 21-22:  God takes from the man’s own flesh, creates woman, and brings him to the man in the first marriage ceremony of all time
		d.  v. 23: the man calls on the one-flesh miracle of this
the woman is a creature who is both sexually differentiated from him but also part of his very flesh
		e.  v. 24: a comment about marriage in general
Notice the repetition of “flesh”
f.  Summary of Genesis 2
In the marriage between man and woman a one-flesh union is taking place
Sex is a physical celebration of that spiritual union of intimacy
John Stott:  “Heterosexual intercourse in marriage is more than a union; it is a kind of reunion. It is not a union of alien persons who do not belong to one another and cannot appropriately become one flesh. On the contrary, it is the union of two persons who originally were one, were then separated from each other, and now in the sexual encounter of marriage come together again.  And the complementarity of male and female sexual organs is only a physical symbol of a much deeper spiritual complementarity between husband and wife.”
3.  Summary of sexuality from Genesis 1-2:  Sex is beautiful physical celebration of a beautiful spiritual union that God forms between a man and woman in context of a life-long marriage 

B.  The New Testament Perspective
1.  Matthew 19:4-6
Jesus quotes Gen 1:27 and 2:24, and in so doing, affirms the deep spiritual and unbreakable union that God forms between man and woman in marriage
2.  Ephesians 5:31-32
Paul quotes Gen 2:24 and then argues that the one-flesh union of marriage was always intended to point to the one-flesh spiritual union between Christ and the church.  Husbands are to love, lead, and sacrifice themselves for their wives as Christ does for the church.  Wives are to love and serve their husbands as the church is to do for Christ
C.  Summary of the Biblical picture of human sexuality
1.  Sex is intended to be a physical celebration of a spiritual union between a husband and wife in context of a life-long marriage
2.  And that marriage itself is intended to be a beautiful picture to the world of the deeper union between Christ and the church
D.  The implication for our sexuality
1.  Any expression of our sexuality that does not celebrate and glorify that Biblical picture falls short of God’s plan (homosexual behavior, sex before marriage, adultery, pornography, sexual fantasy, etc.)
	2.  So we all fall short.  This gives us an opportunity to
		a.  Confess
		b.  Experience God’s grace and forgiveness
		c.  Worship God for His wonderful gift of sex

Conclusion
I.  Romans 12:1-2
	A. We are called to offer all of ourselves to God (even our sexuality)
	B.  We are called to be transformed to a Biblical view of life (including our sexuality)
1) from a self-centered view (where my starting point is what I find inside of me in terms of sexual urges, desires, and where I try to make the Bible fit in with that)
2)  to a God-centered view (where the Biblical picture is my starting point and I try to learn how to worship and serve God with my sexuality)


Discussion Questions

1.  What was the most helpful idea from Sunday’s message for you?

2.  What do you think about the comment made that homosexuality is not in its own category of sin (i.e. a sin that is darker or worse than other sins), but is simply one of the many “exchanges” we make as humans?
 
3.  What are some of the arguments you’ve heard given to support the view that homosexual behavior is a legitimate expression of our sexuality before God?  How would you interact with those arguments?

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  As you consider the Biblical picture of sexuality offered on Sunday, where were you personally convicted and where were you challenged to “offer your body as a living sacrifice” to God (Romans 12:1-2)?
