Romans 1:18-32

Introduction
I.  Paul paints a picture of the human situation apart from Christ
	A.  It’s a very dark picture
B.  Paul paints in broad brushstrokes
	C.  Paul paints against the backdrop of the pagan Gentile society of his day
	D.  It’s easy to find ourselves in this picture

The Passage
I.  The sin of humanity
A.  The human mind
1.  They suppress the truth (v. 18)  
a.  God has given a witness of his power and divinity in the physical creation 
(v. 19-20)
b.  So every human being is “without excuse”
2.  Their thinking becomes futile (v. 21)
= “vain, pointless, unproductive”
		When you suppress the most fundamental truth of all, thinking becomes futile
3.  Claiming to be wise, they become fools (v. 22)
	They create their own system of beliefs/philosophies and think they are wise, but 
	when you remove God from the equation and try to come up with an explanation for life, how to live, the explanation is bound to be “foolish.”
4.  Why do we suppress the truth?
a.  We want independence.  We don’t want to believe there is a God who has every right to tell us what is true, how to think, how to live
b.  Our postmodern culture has taken this intellectual independence to  its conclusion.  Now there is no TRUTH.  There is only my truth and your truth.
B.  The human heart
1.  They did not glorify God or give him thanks (v. 21)
	= lack of reverence, gratitude, and worship to the living God
2.  They exchanged the glory of God for idols (v. 23)
= making physical representations/images and worshiping those images
	3.  They worshipped and served created things rather than the creator (v. 25)
		a.  = anything in the creation we worship/serve rather than God
b.  where do we find our ultimate security, significance, and satisfaction apart from God?  Today’s idols include:  money, work, hobbies, people, etc.
4.  Why do we make gods of our own making instead of worship the living God?  
a.  We want control
b.  We want something tangible that we can get our hands around and control rather than the invisible God who is out of our control
C.  A summary of the sin:  “exchange”
	1.  The heart of the sin is the exchange (v. 23, 25, 26)
2.  In minds, exchanged knowledge of one true God, create their own truth
3.  In hearts, exchange worship of the one true God, create gods of own making

II.  The wrath of God
A.  What God’s wrath is
	1.  His consistent, steady opposition to sin and evil in all its forms
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		100% goodness opposes sin and evil
		It’s right and good for God to be non-neutral towards evil
B.  How God’s wrath expresses itself in this passage
	1.  He “gave them over” to their sin (v. 24, 26, 28)
		a.  God’s response to humanity’s threefold exchange is a threefold handing over
b.  God finally says, “fine, you can have what you want; I won’t protect you from your desires anymore”
c.  C.S. Lewis:  “There are only two kinds of people: those who say to God, ‘Your will be done,’ and those to whom God says, ‘your will be done.’"
2.  Notice how just God’s wrath is:  the punishment fits the crime because the punishment is the crime
a.  Consider v. 28-32.  All those things are both sins and punishment for sin all in one.
b.  So the tragic irony is that in their quest for freedom and independence, humanity ends up becoming enslaved to the very things they think will bring freedom

Conclusion
I. We can respond to this passage by celebrating the good news of our forgiveness in Christ
II. We can respond to this passage by confessing the ways we still suppress the truth and cling to other “gods” rather than worship the living God
III. We can respond to this passage by praying for our friends who don’t know Christ


Discussion Questions

1.  What was your overall response to Sunday’s message?  How did it lead you to want to respond?

2.  Consider Paul’s argument that humanity suppresses the truth about God (v. 18-20).  Do you think every human being makes a conscious decision to suppress truth about God?  Is this done on a conscious level or a subconscious level or both? 

3.  Read v. 25 about worshipping and serving created things rather than the Creator.  As you consider where you’re tempted to put your ultimate security, significance, or satisfaction apart from God, what comes to mind at this time in your life?

4.  How does this passage add to your understanding of and appreciation for God’s wrath? 

5.  How would you go about sharing the truths of this passage with a non-Christian?  Where would you start and what would be important things to keep in mind, in your opinion? 


