Romans 1:1-17

Introduction
I.  Three reasons not to do a series on Romans
A.  It’s too long for our a.d.d. culture
But Paul’s argument moves linearly from argument to argument so it won’t feel like we are covering the same topic all the time  
B.  It will feel irrelevant.  Paul is answering questions none of us are asking (such as the Jew/Gentile question)
But in answering that question Paul has to answer a very relevant question:  what is the gospel?  And that is a question that is always relevant.  We need to be reminded of the gospel, and we need to go deeper in our understanding of the gospel.
C.  It will feel offensive at time.  Paul deals with potential offensive issues such as human sin, God’s wrath, and God’s sovereign freedom to do whatever he wants.
But it is an opportunity for us to ask ourselves:  what is my ultimate authority in life?  When I disagree with or am offended by God’s Word, will I submit myself to it anyways?

II.  Background
A.  Paul’s Circumstances
Paul is probably writing from Corinth in AD 57, on his way to Jerusalem, and then on his way to Rome which he hopes to use as a home base for missionary work to Spain
B.  The Romans’ circumstances
The church was probably founded by Jews who traveled to Jerusalem for the day of Pentecost and brought the gospel back to Rome.  As the church incorporated Jews and Gentiles, the various issues between Jews and Gentiles surfaced. 
C.  Reasons for writing Romans
Paul writes to introduce himself and his gospel, to prepare them for his arrival (with the hope that they will support him on the way to Spain), to encourage them with the gospel, and to address the Jew/Gentile issues.
D.  Two Core Questions in Romans
1.  The social question:  Who are the true people of God?  How should Jews and Gentiles understand each other?
2.  The theological question:  What is the gospel?  How does God save people, whether Jew or Gentile?  

The Passage
I.  Romans can be summarized with the word, “gospel” (v. 1, 2, 9, 15, 16, 17)
Gospel = the good news of God’s salvation

II.  Paul’s gospel in Romans can be summarized in 3 words found in Romans 1:1-17
	A.  God (v. 1)
		1.  God the Father is the source and foundation of the gospel
2.  Paul’s gospel is thoroughly God-centered (not man-centered)
			He initiates, carries out, and brings to completion salvation
		3.  This is one thing that distinguishes the gospel from religion
			a.  Religion = what we can do to connect with/attain to God
			b.  Gospel = what God has done to connect with and save us
B.  Jesus (God’s Son, v. 3, 4)
	1.  Jesus is the content and substance of the gospel
		2.  v. 3-4 give a summary of Jesus’ life and ministry
			a.  born of the seed of David according to the flesh
				This identifies Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah
b.  appointed to be the Son-of-God-with-power according to the Holy Spirit by the resurrection from the dead
Before the resurrection he was the Son-of-God-in-weakness.  He lived  humbly and died a death of weakness and humiliation. At the resurrection he entered a new stage of his ministry where he now was given all power and authority.  
		c.  so together, v. 3 and 4, articulate who Jesus is
			= Messiah, born, crucified, risen, and exalted Lord of all
		3. This Is another thing that distinguishes the gospel from other religions
			a.  Other religions = are about a series of beliefs and ideas
			b.  Gospel = fundamentally about a Person: Jesus Christ
C.  Righteousness (v. 17)
1.  Righteousness is the way the gospel works
		2.  Defining “righteousness”
a.  It can refer to a quality a person has within themselves (= always doing what’s right, just, faithful.  God is righteous in this way)
b.  Or it can refer to the relationship a person has with God because of their inherent righteousness ( = they have a right relationship with God.  They have perfect standing with him, they have his total approval and acceptance)
c.  In ourselves, we are not righteous in either sense.  Because we are not righteous in the first sense, we are not righteous in the second sense
3.  Gospel righteousness is a righteousness that is “from God”
a.  God offers us the perfect righteousness of His Son as a free gift, and in so doing has made for unrighteous sinners like ourselves to be perfectly righteous in His sight
b.  John Piper: The God who demands righteousness from us is the God who gives righteousness to us
4.  Gospel righteousness is a righteousness we receive “by faith”
a.  We simply believe and trust in what God has done for us in Christ
b.  “faith” contrasts with “works” in which we might think we have to do something to clean up our act or earn our righteous standing before God
c.  It’s by faith “from first to last” or “from faith for faith.”  This probably means that faith is always the essence of our relationship with God.  We never graduate from faith to something else like works.  We always simply trust in what God has done for us in Christ
d.  One of the goals of this series is that we’d all experience the sweet freedom that comes from living by faith in God’s free gift of righteousness
Discussion Questions

1.  Based on your experience, when you think of Romans, what are some of the first ideas, verses, or experiences you associate with Romans?  What was your reaction to finding out we’ll be studying Romans this year?

2.  Of the three reasons mentioned not to do a series in Romans and the response given to each of those reasons, which response hits closest to home for you and why?

3.  In Sunday’s articulation of the gospel, what idea struck you most or was new to you or was something you want to focus on this week? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  In v. 17 Paul says that the righteousness from God is “by faith from first to last” (literally “from faith for faith”).  Explain again how that was articulated on Sunday.  What do you think about the idea that our Christian life is by faith from first to last?  What issues and ideas does that raise for you if any?   
