Luke 1:5-25, 57-80

Introduction
I.  We live in a culture that doesn’t like to wait and yet waiting is a fundamental part of our lives

II.  Advent is the month-long season before Christmas where we wait with anticipation for the arrival of Jesus in the world.  

III.  Luke’s Christmas story reads like a musical.  A person has an experience of the good news of Christmas and then breaks into song/poetry/prophecy


The Passage
I.  The experience of Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth
A.  The experience of waiting
1.  Zechariah and Elizabeth:  blameless and barren
a.  They were blameless (v. 5-6)
b.  They were barren (v. 7)
They had waited many years and had never been given a child
2. Zechariah and Elizabeth were examples of the nation of Israel as a whole
Israel had waited many years for the birth of the messiah and they had never received the what the prophets had prophesied hundreds of years earlier
(see Malachi 4:5)
3.  As individuals, we all know what it means to be going through trials in which we are waiting for God to act
4.  Together, we the church are waiting for Christ’s second advent/coming

B.  God brings his salvation to a people who had been waiting
	1.  The messenger:  the angel Gabriel
a.  He is standing at the right side of the altar of incense (which represented the prayers of the people (v. 11)
		b.  His words note that God is finally answering the prayers of his people (v. 13)
	2.  The message:  a son will be born (John the Baptist)
		a.  He will bring great joy (v. 14)
		b.  He will be great and unique (v. 15)
		c.  His role will be to prepare the way for the Messiah (v. 16-17
			He is the fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy in Malachi 4:5

C.  Zechariah’s unfaithful response (v. 18-20)
1.  He betrays a lack of faith
2.  His punishment is 9 more months of silence

D.  Zechariah’s faithful response (v. 57-66)



II.  Zechariah’s song/prophecy (v. 67-79)
A.  The main theme is salvation
	-see the salvation themes of v. 68, 69, 71, 74, 77
-a sub-theme is God’s faithfulness to his covenant promises (v. 70, v. 72-73)

B.  There are two types of salvation depicted in this song
1.  External salvation:  salvation from the enemies outside of us (v. 71, 74)
	a.  A first century Jew would think of the Romans and their oppressive rule
b.  This prophecy was not fulfilled in Jesus’ first coming (Rome would continue to rule and God’s people would continue to experience persecution)
c.  The fulfillment of that prophecy waits for Christ’s second coming
2.  A deeper salvation:  salvation from the enemy inside us—our own sins (v. 77
a.  Our sins are our greatest enemy because they make us an enemy of God
-because of our sin we deserve God’s just wrath towards sin
			-that is the situation we most need saving from
		b.  This savior comes to bring forgiveness of sins
			-by taking our sin on himself on the cross and reconciling us to God
			-we are no longer God’s enemies, we’re his friends and children
-v. 74-75: even as broken sinners we can serve him without fear in righteousness and holiness because of what Jesus did on the cross for us

Conclusion
I.  Where are you waiting?  What trials are you going through?

II.  We wait in hope of Christ’s 2nd Advent/coming
	A.  One day all will be made well, but now is not that day
B.  Rather than try to prematurely avoid or fix our problems, we are called to faithfully walk through our problems trusting God

III.  We wait in joy and celebration of Christ’s 1st Advent/coming
A.  In the midst of our trials, we can celebrate the fact that our savior has already rescued us from our greatest enemy
B.  We can serve God without fear in righteousness and holiness all our days
1.  We have a God who is our Father who loves us
2.  We have a God who is for us
3.  We have a God who is not waiting to condemn us
4.  We have a God who hears our prayers
5.  We have a God who will work all things in our lives for our ultimate good








Discussion Questions

1.  Luke’s Christmas stories are very familiar to us.  What idea from Sunday’s sermon hit you in a fresh way?  

2.  Re-read Zechariah’s prophecy/song in Luke 1:67-79.  What image, phrase, or idea strikes you and encourages you at this time in your life?

2.  Consider the trials you are currently going through and consider your experience of waiting on God in the midst of those trials.  Based on Sunday’s message, how were you encouraged to approach that trial in a different way?  

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  What are some hopes or goals you have for this Advent/Christmas season?  
