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I.  Paul describes three types of people and their response to the gospel (1 Cor 1:18-25)
	A.  Jews
For them the gospel is a stumbling block.  They were familiar with their history of God’s people and all of God’s miraculous acts of power.  They expected a powerful Messiah who would powerfully rescue them from the Romans.  The cross looks like weakness to them
	B.  Gentiles
For them the gospel is foolish.  They were used to sophisticated philosophical arguments.  For them the gospel looks ridiculous, simplistic, and foolish
	C.  Those whom God has called (both Jews and Gentiles)
For them the cross really is God’s power and wisdom to save them and reconcile them to God

II.  God’s message of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:16-21)
	A.  Celebrating God’s reconciliation in Christ
We are called to celebrate the reconciliation we have in Christ.  God has imputed Christ’s righteousness to us
		We are called to live in the joy and authority of being God’s sons and daughters
		See THE BELL document at the end of this outline
	B.  Embracing our role as God’s ambassadors of reconciliation to the world
		God calls us to offer his reconciliation to the world

III.  The power of the gospel (1 Cor 2:1-5)
The power of the gospel does not lie in the eloquence or superior wisdom of the preacher but in the Holy Spirit’s power to change lives


Discussion Questions

1.  What was your main take-away from Sunday’s sermon?  

2.  On Sunday, we talked about living as true sons and daughters of the great King, rather than living as mere servants.  Do you adequately live in light of that reality?  How might you more regularly live in light of that reality and what concrete differences would that make in how you live?
	
3.  In 2 Corinthians 5, Paul talks about being God’s ambassadors.  How does that image impact how you relate to non-Christians in your life?

4.  Much was said on Sunday regarding the power of the gospel message to save people and transform lives.  How have you experienced that power firsthand, either in your own life or in someone else’s life?  



THE BELL 
I KNOW WHO I AM 
I am God's child (John 1:12) 
I am Christ's friend (John 15:15)
I am united with the Lord(1 Cor. 6:17) 
I am bought with a price(1 Cor. 6:19-20)
I am a saint (set apart for God). (Eph. 1:1)
I am a personal witness of Christ   (Acts 1:8) 
I am the salt & light of the earth (Matt.5:13-14)
I am a member of the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:27)
I am free forever from condemnation ( Rom. 8: 1-2) 
I am a citizen of Heaven. I am significant (Phil.3:20) 
I am free from any charge against me (Rom. 8:31-34)
I am a minister of reconciliation for God (2 Cor.5:17-21)
I have access to God through the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:18)
I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph. 2:6) 
I cannot be separated from the love of God (Rom.8:35- 39)
I am established, anointed, sealed by God (2 Cor.1:21-22)
I am assured all things work together for good (Rom. 8: 28)
I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit  (John 15:16) 
I may approach God with freedom and confidence (Eph. 3: 12) 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Phil. 4:13)
I am the branch of the true vine, a channel of His life (John 15: 1-5)
I am God's temple (1 Cor. 3: 16). I am complete in Christ (Col. 2: 10) 
I am hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). I have been justified (Romans 5:1)
I am God's co-worker (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor 6:1). I am God's workmanship( Eph. 2:10)
I am confident that the good works God has begun in me will be perfected   (Phil 1: 5) 
I have been redeemed and forgiven (Col. 1:14). I have been adopted as God's child(Eph 1:5)
I belong to God
Do you know
who you 
are!? 


Keep this bell ringing... 

"The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn His face toward you and give you peace."
Numbers 6:24-26 


