Colossians 1 and 1 Thessalonians 1

Introduction
I.  “Preach the gospel at all times, if necessary use words”

II.  While this quote reminds us that our entire lives, not just our words, are meant to be a witness, the quote is missing something about the gospel.

The Passages
I.  The content of the gospel (Col 1:21-23)
A.  “Gospel” (v. 23) means “good news”
In a word the content of the gospel = “Reconciliation” 
B.  Alienation (v. 21)
1.  Human sin  
a.  “enemies in your minds”  
Humans suppress the truth about God in a variety of ways
		b.  “because of your evil behavior”
Humans want to live the way they want to live without being accountable to someone else
=SIN
2.  God’s wrath
a.  God’s wrath is his steady, consistent opposition to sin
b.  His wrath is an expression of his goodness and holiness
c.  The ultimate consequence of God’s wrath is death and eternal separation from Him
C.  Reconciliation (v. 22)
1.  “God has reconciled you”
We don’t meet in the middle with God for reconciliation.  He has done everything necessary to bring about reconciliation
2.  “by Christ’s physical body through death”	
a.  Christ’s death on the cross is the historical event that reconciles us
b.  2 Cor 5:21:  “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us so that in him we might become the righteousness of God”
c.  This is “the great exchange”:  Jesus takes on our sin on the cross and experiences God’s wrath and pays the penalty for our sin.  We receive Jesus’ righteousness through faith.
3.  “to present you holy in his sight, without blemish, free from accusation”
4.  through “faith” (v. 23)
We receive reconciliation with God not by any works we do, but simply by receiving his free gift by faith

II.  The power of the gospel (1 Thessalonians 1:4-7)
A.  There is power in the gospel message
	1.  Power to bring conviction (awareness of the sin that brings alienation)
2.  Power to bring joy (gratitude for the reconciliation God brings)

3.  Romans 1:16-17:  “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes”
B.  The Holy Spirit works powerfully through the gospel message to change hearts
	1.  1 Thessalonians 1: notice the Holy Spirit (v. 5, v. 7)  
2.  John 3:1-8
a.  The analogy of new birth
Coming to faith requires an utter spiritual miracle that only the Holy Spirit can bring about in a person’s life.  The natural person cannot be born spiritually without the work of the Holy Spirit. 		
b.  The analogy of the wind 
We don’t have control over the miracle of new spiritual birth; only the Holy Spirit does.  He is free to do whatever he wants whenever he wants.

III.  The Implications for us
A.  Our two fundamental roles with non-Christians are speaking/sharing the gospel and praying that the Holy Spirit would work in people’s hearts. 
B.  This is challenging:  we need to speak up and share the gospel with our words (see Romans 10:12-15)
1.   “Preach the gospel at all times, if necessary, use words.”  AND ultimately it is always necessary to use words. 
2.  None one has ever saved by being hugged, handed a cup of water, seeing a life different.  They are saved by hearing the gospel message with the Spirit working in their hearts.
B.  This is freeing:  it’s not us to us to save people
	1.  It’s the Spirit’s role to save people
2.  This means I can share the gospel even if I won’t have all the answers to people’s questions.  The power is not in my ability to perfectly articulate and provide answers.  It’s in the Holy Spirit
3.  This means I can share the gospel even if my life isn’t a perfect reflection of the gospel.  The power is in the Holy Spirit (Jonah is a good example of a bad example who’s preaching still had a profound effect)	















Discussion Questions

1.  Consider the word used to sum up the gospel on Sunday:  Reconciliation.  How does that square with your past understanding of the gospel?  Is that a helpful summary for you?  Do you have any other ways to sum up the gospel that you think are helpful?  

2.  Read John 3:1-8.  In your own words describe the meaning of Jesus’ comparison of the Spirit to new birth and the comparison of the Spirit to the wind.  What are the implications for how we do and think about evangelism?  

3.  Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.  How would you explain that verse to a non-Christian? 

4.  Paul says “I am not ashamed of the gospel.”  As you consider your own interactions with non-Christians, what are you most ashamed about that prevents you from opening your mouth and talking about spiritual things with them?  

[bookmark: _GoBack]5.  Have you had any recent opportunities to share the gospel in some small way with someone?  
