Nehemiah 2:11-4:23

Introduction
I.  Last week’s theme was partnering with God

II. This week’s theme is partnering together to accomplish God’s work

The Passage
I.  The building of the wall
A.  Nehemiah’s preparation (2:11-16)
B.  Nehemiah’s call to rebuild the walls together (2:17-18)
	C.  The building of the wall (chapter 3)
1.  Notice how extensive the project is
2.  Notice how many people got involved and worked side by side
3.  Notice that not everyone got involve (3:5)

II.  Obstacles to rebuilding the wall
A.  Opposition from the outside
1.  Sanballat and Tobiah (2:10): these are local leaders who want to keep their power intact and don’t want a rival power threatening to bring more instability to the region
		2.  Notice the escalation of opposition throughout the story
a.  They are “disturbed” Nehemiah has come (2:10)
b.  They “mock” and “ridicule” Nehemiah (2:19)
c.  They publically ridicule the Jewish people (4:1-3)
d.  They threaten to attack the people working on the wall (4:7-8)
		3.  Notice Nehemiah’s response in each case
			a.  He depends on God and points the people back to God
			b.  And he calls the people to unite together and continue the work
				see 2:20, 4:4-5, 4:9, 4:13-14, 4:16-23
	B.  Discouragement from the inside
		1.  Halfway through the building, the people begin to lose heart (4:10)
2.  The threats of Sanballat and Tobiah are leading the people to great fear (4:12)
C.  As leaders seeking to do God’s will, we will always encounter these two obstacles
1.  Opposition/criticism from the outside
2.  Discouragement from the inside

III.  The wall is completed (6:15-16)

Conclusion
I.  God called the Jews of Nehemiah’s days to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem as a part of rebuilding the Israeli people themselves and rebuilding their relationship with God

II.  Today, God continues to call his church to work together to build up the body of Christ
	A.  See Ephesians 4:11-16
1.  It’s Christ’s responsibility to build his church, but he does that by working in each of us, so that together we build up the body as each person does their unique work
2.  If we commit ourselves to building up the community of faith, we will inevitably face a) opposition from the outside and b) discouragement from the inside
	B.  See Hebrews 10:23-25 
		1.  Let us consider how to “spur” one another on
We are like tired or unmotivated horses who need a little kick from each other now and again
		2.  Let us “encourage” one another
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are easily anxious and fearful and we need to give one another courage
3.  The best way to spur one another on and encourage one another is by constantly pointing each other to God and reminding each other of his character and faithfulness and power.

III.  How is God calling you to come alongside others to build them up in the faith?
A.  Maybe you relate with the nobles in the story (3:5) and need to get engaged in the ministry of the church
B.  Maybe you relate to the Jewish people in the story and are trying but tired, and you need to more intentionally come alongside others so that you can walk this faith together
C.  Maybe you relate to Nehemiah and God is calling you to encourage and motivate others and constantly remind them of who God is



Discussion Questions

1.  Who do you connect with most in the story and why (Nehemiah, the Jewish people, the nobles in 3:5)?

2.  What stuck out to you most from the story of rebuilding the walls in Nehemiah 2-4?

3.  Who is God calling you to come alongside to encourage them and build them up in the faith at this time in your life?  

4.  How do you most need to be encouraged by your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ at this time in your life?    
