Nehemiah 2:1-9


Introduction
What does it look like to step out in faith and partner with God?
“We are God’s co-workers” (1 Cor 3:9):  working alongside God, together with him
	      
The Passage
I.  Nehemiah’s idea (chapter 1)
Nehemiah sees a need and prays about it and God “places it on his heart” (2:12) to do something about it

II.  The obstacles to Nehemiah’s idea
A.  What he’s considering is totally radical
It would require him to leave everything behind and set out to perform a daunting task in a dangerous place
B.  What he’s considering is very unlikely
1.  King Artexerxes is not a believer 
2.  A former Persian king, Artexerxes, shut down the rebuilding of Jerusalem when he learned about the history of the city (see Ezra 4:11-14, 18-22)

III.  Nehemiah’s conversation with King Artexerxes
	A.  When the king notices his sadness, Nehemiah is	afraid (v. 1-2)
		1.  He’s about to ask for an incredible favor, has no idea how it’s going to go
2.  Being sad in the king’s presence is considered an insult to the crown punishable by death if the king so chooses
B.  Nehemiah lays his basic request before the king (v. 3-5)
	1.  Notice how he prays on the spot for God to work in the moment
C.  The king grants his request (v. 6)
	D.  Nehemiah presses in and asks for even more (v. 7-8)
		1.  A letter from the king for safety and the use of his forests for the rebuilding
		2.  Nehemiah shows his vision and strategic thinking here
E.  The gracious hand of the Lord is with Nehemiah (v. 8) working in the king’s heart
By v. 9, Nehemiah has the kings permission, a letter of protection, a letter allowing for use of his timber, and cavalry and officers!

IV.  Reflection on the passage
A.  Notice Nehemiah’s sense of partnering with God throughout the story
1.  In ch. 1 we prays about the need and God lays a burden on his heart
2.  In 2:4, he prays to God during his conversation with the king
3.  In 2:8 he acknowledges that God working with him is what has brought success
	B.  God’s role and Nehemiah’s role in the partnership
		1.  God’s role is to do what only God can do:  open doors, work in hearts, etc
2.  Nehemiah’s role is to simply be available to whatever God wants him to do and then to step out in faith trusting God to do His work
C.  Two ways to read the story
1.  To be impressed with Nehemiah and his leadership qualities
2.  To be impressed with Nehemiah’s God and how He works in and through Nehemiah to accomplish His purposes
D.  Two ways to live our lives as Christians
		1.  Do things FOR God
2.  Do things WITH God 
Acknowledge that God is at work, and he is calling us to join him in his work in the world as partners/co-workers
		3.  Doing things FOR God can lead to both pride and burnout/resentment
		4.  Doing things WITH God leads to humility, sustainability and joy
	E.  Examples of people trying to do things WITH God (in partnership with God)
1.  Fiji Kinde
2.  David Wilkerson in “The Cross and the Switchblade”
3.  Pastor Adrian DeVisser in Sri Lanka

Conclusion
I.  Do we have a desire to partner with God in His work in the world?

II.  Are we willing to let him disrupt our lives so that we’re available to whatever He wants us to do, and are we willing to step out in faith and act when we’re called?  



Discussion Questions

1.  What strikes you most about the partnership between Nehemiah and God in Nehemiah 1-2?

2.  Discuss difference between doing things FOR God and doing things WITH God.  Where have you seen each of those perspectives play themselves out in your own life?  

3.  At the end of Sunday’s sermon the question was asked:  “Are we willing to allow God to disrupt our lives so that we’re available to serve Him however He may ask?”  As you look at your own heart and life, do you think you are legitimately open to the possibility of God calling you into a ministry opportunity that will require radical changes on your part?  What gets in the way of that openness for you?  What issues come to your mind as you think about this issue?  

[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  What are some specific needs (people, situations, causes, etc.) God has placed on your heart and given you a burden for?  What next steps do you want to take in order to pursue those needs more intentionally?   
