The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament

I.  The Spirit as the power of God in creation
	A.  God’s power to mold and shape creation (Gen 1:2)
B.  God’s power to give life (Gen 2:7)
C.  God’s power to give artistic skill (Ex 31:1-5)
D.  God’s power to give people superhuman strength (Judges 14:5-6)
E.  God’s power to give people ecstatic experiences (1 Sam 10:10-11)
F.  God’s power to equip people for leadership (Num 11:16-17)
G.  God’s power to speak God’s truth (Is 61:1-2)
H.  God’s power to change people’s hearts (Ez 36:26-27)
I. So when a 1st century Jew, thought of the Holy Spirit, he/she would think of God’s powerful activity in the world, blowing into people’s lives and making things happen
1.  In general, the Holy Spirit was more limited in scope and duration in the OT (he came on specific people at specific times to perform specific tasks)
2.  Jews looked forward to a future time when God would pour out his Spirit on all kinds of people in a more radical way (Joel 2:28-32)

II.  The Spirit as God’s personal presence in his creation
A.  The Old Testament connects God’s Presence with God’s Spirit (Ps 139:7, Ps 51:11, Is 63:9-14)
B.   Israel experienced God’s Presence with them, bringing them out of Egypt through the wilderness to the promise land
1.  God’s Presence at the burning bush (Ex 3)
2.  God’s Presence in the cloud and pillar of fire (Ex. 13:21-22)
3.  God’s Presence descending on Mt. Sinai (Ex 19:16-22)
4.  God threatens to remove his presence and send an angel to accompany them but Moses intercedes and God promises his Presence (Ex 34)
5.  God’s glorious Presence enters the tabernacle (Ex 40:34-38)
		6.  God’s glorious Presence enters the temple (1 Kings 8:10-11)
7.  After hundreds of years of Israel’s disobedience, God’s glory departs from the temple (Ez 10)
8. After the return from exile, the people rebuild the temple but it never meets the expectations of the old temple.  Yet God promises that one day he will fill the temple with glory again. (Haggai 2:4-7)
C.  So a first century Jew would look forward to the day when God’s Presence would dwell powerfully in glory in his temple

III.  These realities are fulfilled in the new covenant to which we are witnesses
A.  The church of Acts experienced the pouring out of the Spirit which clearly meant power and presence in their ongoing experience
B.  Paul describes the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises as God’s Spirit has come to dwell among his people who are the new temple
	1.  We are now the temple of God’s presence (Eph 2:19-22)
2.  Paul’s prayer that we would experience power and presence in our inner being through the Spirit (Eph 3:14-21)
IV.  Do we experience God’s power and presence in our lives?
A.  We may not experience God’s power and presence as obviously as we might hope.  There are three possible ways to understand that lack of experience.  It’s appropriate to consider each of these as possibilities.
B.  Possible reasons for the gap between the biblical truth of the Spirit and our experience of the Spirit
1.  The gap is not that large, and we simply need to spend more time recognizing and appreciated what the Spirit is already doing in our lives
	Maybe he is at work and we just need to recognize it.
2.  The gap is as big as we think, and it’s our “fault”
Maybe we are not giving control over to God.  Maybe we are not pursuing him very intentionally and passionately.  Maybe our lives are so full and busy that we don’t have much space for God.  These are all ways we might stifle the Spirit’s work in our lives.
		3.  The gap is as big as we think, and it’s God’s “fault”
Maybe we are going through a dry spiritual season, and it’s not because of anything we’re doing wrong.  Maybe God wants to take us through a dry season to do a different kind of work in our lives.  Maybe he has some important things to teach us and work in us that he can only do through a dry season or a season of trials.    


Discussion Questions

1.  Opening questions:  What struck you most about the sermon/the passage?  What surprised you?  What confused you?  What did you disagree with?

2.  The New Testament writers clearly see the coming of the Holy Spirit as a key aspect of the new covenant.  But given that the Holy Spirit is also present in the old covenant, how should we understand the difference between the Spirit’s presence and role in the old covenant vs. the new covenant?

3.  As you consider the three options given at the end of Sunday’s sermon for how to deal with the gap between the biblical truth about the Spirit and our actual experience of the Spirit, which most connects with you at this time and why?  

4.  How specifically have you experienced God’s power at work in your life lately (or in people’s lives around you)?
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