John 14:15-26 and John 16:12-15

Introduction
I.  Some of us our “practical binitarians” who pay lip service to the Holy Spirit but don’t really have a comprehensive understanding or experience of who the Holy Spirit is. 
A.  We may have reacted to the extremes of the charismatic movement and gone in the other direction
	B.  Practically, this means we believe in “Father, Son, and Holy Scriptures”

The Passage
I.  Context
A.  The night before Jesus’ crucifixion when he tells his disciples he is going to leave
B.  He leaves them with promises meant to encourage them and the Holy Spirit is one of those promises

II.  What is the Holy Spirit’s role in most basic terms?
	A.  He is a “counselor” (14:16)
		1.  Paraclete = one who comes alongside as a helper
2.  The word originally means an advocate in court and comes to have the basic sense of advocate, helper, counselor, encourager
B.  He is “another” counselor (14:16)
1.  Jesus was the first counselor who came alongside the disciples for 3 years (helping, encouraging, supporting, teaching them) and the Spirit will do the same things
		2.  But the Spirit will be “in” them (14:17)
That’s why Jesus says it’s to their advantage that he leave and the Spirit come (16:5-7) because the Spirit will actually transform them from the inside out
	C.  Notice how personal this is:  Jesus seems to be describing a person (a “he” not an “it”)
		1.  We think of him like the force in Star Wars
B.  But the Bible describes him doing things that a person does;  Guides us, teaches, speaks, testifies, intercedes for us, he has desires, searches all things, knows the mind of God, cries out from within our hearts, is grieved, outraged, etc

III.  How does the Holy Spirit achieve his basic role of advocate/counselor?
= By connecting us with and pointing us to the first Advocate: JESUS 
A.  He connects us with Jesus
1.  v. 17-18:  Jesus connects the Spirit coming to them to him not leaving them as orphans but him coming to them (he’s leaving them physically but will come to them in the person of his Spirit)
2.  The Holy Spirit mediates Christ’s presence.  Christ is present in our lives through his Holy Spirit.
-Notice how Paul can say “the Spirit of Christ is in you” and “Christ is in you” interchangeably in Romans 8:9-10 because the way Christ is in us is through his Spirit
-The way we have a relationship with Jesus Christ today is through his Spirit living in us
3.  The Holy Spirit mediates Christ and the Father’s presence
 v. 23:  The Son and the Father make their home with us by the Spirit
B.  He constantly points us to Jesus
1.  16:12:   The Spirit only speaks what he hears from Jesus (much like Jesus only spoke what he heard from the Father--14:24)
2.  16:14: The Spirit takes what is Jesus’ and makes it known to us
a.  J.I. Packer”: 
1)  “What is mine” = all that is real and true about Jesus as God incarnate, our messiah, our sacrificial lamb, the Lord over death, Lord of universe, our king, shepherd, husband, friend
2)  And “what is mine” therefore also means all that we’ve received because of who Jesus is and what he’s done:  forgiveness, adoption, freedom, authority, eternal life, etc
b.  So the Spirit takes all of these realities connected with Christ and makes them real in our experience, so that they come alive, so that we understand, appreciate, and live in them
	3.  16:14:  In all this the Spirit “glorifies” Jesus (v. 14)
His role is to make Christ glorious, great, awesome in our hearts  
so that we love, worship, honor, cherish Jesus 
		4.  Analogy:  the Spirit is like a spotlight shining on Jesus
			When he’s at work, we’ll be focusing on Jesus
		5.  The Spirit is the “shy member of the Trinity”
		When we look at him he’s always quick to put the attention back on Jesus

Conclusion
I.  Being filled with the Spirit is simply about a deeper knowledge and deeper experience of Jesus Christ
-If we’re wondering, “am I filled with the Spirit?  Is he working in my life?” we can simply ask:  “Am I getting to know Jesus Christ more and more? Are his words coming alive in my life?  Am I starting to care about him more than other things in life?  Am I trusting him more in my daily life?  Am I appreciated the blessings I have in him?  Do I have a desire to share him with the world?  Am I becoming more like him?

II.  The gospel is a gospel of the Father who sends his two counselors to bring salvation
A.  He sends his Son to do for us what we can’t do for ourselves
B.  He sends his Spirit to do in us what we can’t do in ourselves








 Discussion Questions

1.  When you think about the Holy Spirit what are the images, ideas, or questions that first pop into your mind?  

2.  Are there any key experiences or events from your past that have shaped how you approach the topic of the Holy Spirit?  

3.  How does thinking of the Holy Spirit as a Person impact how we live as Christians?  

4.  How did you respond to the idea that the Spirit’s role is to connect us to and point us to Jesus?  How does that clarify things for you?  Do you think that is a full and adequate understanding of his role?  

[bookmark: _GoBack]5.  Based on the description of the Holy Spirit’s role given on Sunday, how have you seen the Spirit at work in your life lately?  
